
 
 
 

Founded in 2013, Christine & Tony Lombardi began a passion project that honors a rich family history of 

wine, food, and tradition. Together, with winemaker Cabell Coursey, they craft small lots of Chardonnay 

and Pinot Noir from some of the finest vineyards in the Sonoma Coast. The Pinot Noir is crafted with 

care from a family of growers in Petaluma, where the Lombardi family has been since 1947. To learn 

more, please visit www.lombardiwines.com. 

Special Note: The winery produces a small amount of wines each year, does not have a tasting room and 

is closed to the public.  We sell our wine twice a year in the spring and fall to a mailing list, currently 

maintaining a short waiting list. The majority of wine is sold direct-to-consumer and to a select few 

restaurants. Information surrounding the allocation of wines is distributed via email a few weeks prior to 

each annual release. If you would like to join the mailing list, please visit www.lombardiwines.com.  

 

PERSONAL STORY 

I was born in a family of entrepreneurs and small business owners (Restaurants, Markets, Retail Clothing) 

and grew up in Sonoma County. My great-grandfather Nazzareno Lombardi immigrated to the U.S. in 

1914 with his childhood friend Cesare Mondavi, from the small town of Sassoferrato,  near Ancona, in 

the Le Marche gegion. Nazzareno and Cesare were friends and emigrated to the U.S. from the same small 

town in 1914, working the iron ore mines in Michigan and Minnesota, before settling in Petaluma and 

Lodi, CA, respectively.   

The Lombardi family lived in Iron Mountain, Michigan, before coming to Petaluma in 1947, where I have 

lived now for 30 years. I knew my Nonno until he passed at 94 when I was 18, so I got to hear his 

immigration story and his friendship with the Mondavi family and how much they loved their trips to 

their Lodi farm. Growing up in a large Italian family, wine has always been a part of my life, even 

drinking it from small glasses at the kid's table at Sunday night dinners. 

 

After managing Safeway’s in Marin and San Francisco in the late 80s and early 90s, my first job in the 

wine business came in 1998 when I joined the hospitality team at Clos Du Bois Winery, located in 

Geyserville, California. From 2000-2015, I held senior leadership positions in marketing, public relations, 

and sales for such companies as Allied Domecq Wines, Beam Wine Estates, J Vineyards & Winery, 

Ascentia Wine Estates, and Kosta Browne Winery. 

I never thought of creating a wine brand for myself. I am a storyteller/connector at heart and love to tell 

the unique and interesting personal stories of Sonoma and Napa wineries and reveal the principles and 

winemakers and connect them and their wines to people across the country. I was truly inspired and 

encouraged to take the leap of faith in creating my own label, from entrepreneurs and restaurateurs, Dan 

Kosta and Michael Browne. It was while working with them to help build their eponymous brand, they 

told me, "We did it, so should you. 



 
 
 

With my wife Christine, I founded Lombardi Wines in 2013 with a barrel of Chardonnay and a barrel of 

Pinot Noir. Together with winemaker Cabell Coursey, we continue to make small lots of Chardonnay and 

Pinot Noir from vineyards in the Sonoma Coast. Our Pinot Noir fruit is sourced from a family of growers 

in the Petaluma Gap. 

 

I am most proud of the relationships I have with grower families that provide access to incredible fruit 

and that I can make a style of wine that I love to drink. The greatest satisfaction is seeing the enjoyment 

of people who try our wines.  

I founded my winery to honor my Italian roots and immigration story. The image on my label pays 

homage to the small town where my family originated … Sassoferratto, in the Le Marche region of 

Italy.  The arch is the entrance to the church, located just outside the city of Sassoferrato, the Abbey of 

Santa Croce, dating to around the second half of the 11th century. A rich history of wine, food, and 

tradition. Sunday night dinners with extended family where the lively and spirited conversation around 

the dinner table was religion, politics, but always family first. 

It truly is to honor my Italian legacy and provide something to my two boys, Drew and Aidan. Wine has 

always been a part of my family's history, starting from my Nonno and his childhood friend Cesare 

Mondavi and their immigration story of coming to America together in 1914. I want to craft a wine that I 

love to drink and hope I connect with people that love it, too. La Famiglia. 

 

I want Lombardi Wines to grow organically. I learned once, make one less case than is demanded, and 

creating future demand of my wines is a guiding philosophy. Connecting with people through 

participation in charity wine auctions across the country has created very meaningful relationships and 

friendships that I truly cherish. Connecting us through wine that helps raise much-needed awareness and 

funds for very worthwhile causes. 

 

Our winery is not open to the public and does not have a tasting room. The wines are sold through an 

allocated mailing list. Newly active members are first offered the Appellation Series and a small 

allocation of limited production single vineyard designates. Consistent ordering gains members access to 

a wider selection of wines.   

In 2015, I launched my company, Lombardi Marketing LLC to be a boutique consulting company 

offering marketing, public relations, and wholesale services for the benefit of small to mid-size wine 

companies in need of this expertise. And, I have now worked with over two dozen small family wine 

businesses and their wineries under various projects. 

 

 

 


